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hdp IbMII 10 understand how your child',
<klay alT«:ts your family. For inSlatlC~, if

P your child', cklay mak~ il hard for h~r to

--L ' ~at. you may hav~ ~gun to f~ h~r
~for~ th~ r~sl oftb<- fumilv. Think about

::J..J
t.. >
~ how lhal alT~cl' your child and lb~ r~'t of

lb~ family. I, lhal ,tnIl~gy working'll.
th~r~ som~thingyon would hh to chang~?

Was that your first ChOlC~. or did you uy
.om~thingd ... flrsl? Ar ~ach s~,sion with

your r~atn. you should ~gin by lalkmg about how
you did or did not u.~ th~ smll~gi~.or aCliviri~. sug

g~l~d al th~ la.1 "i.il. R=IMIlb..--, any acriviri~s your
I~am comes up WIth ar~ sugg~slions. Thry ar~ nol
hom~workatld ar~ nol ml.-n<kd to mak~ your lif~

harder; nllh..-, sugg~liOlls should mak~ your family'.
day ~a,ier. If lh~y do not fil imo your lif~ or routin~,

Idl your l~am m..-nb..--,. Iflh~y do not know that th~tr

i<kas ar~ nol working lhry cannol hdp you prop..--ly.
Onc~ you ha,,~ sharro your ,-i~w ofyollf child's

.tr.-ngths and n~~ds, your ~v..-yday roUlin~. and acri,'

ill"", your priorili"" and lb~ stf1ll~gi~syou ha,'~

aluady tri~d. you and your team can ill",,,,. your oUl

corn~,. 'VItal ar~ th~ thill&" you would lik~ to s~~ hap
~n? Th..... ar~ call~ Funchonal OulCOlll~S(,~ ~
January - March 2006 is."" for mor~ 011 Ibis). You
will &vdop Olllcom~s, and your I~arn will de\-dop

'tral~gi~ and acli,-ili~" which will hdp you and your
dl1ld achi~,'~ tho... out<:om~,. \1,'hiI~ this n~ws1~t1~r

has focu...d on uSllIg thos~ rips durlllg IFSP m~ting"

i<kally you should~ banng th..... conversalions III a
much small~rway during ~,.ery ses,ioo. Th~ mou

.-n..-gy you and your l~am putlllto ralking abom whal
i. worktng and whal IS not working, th~ slronger your
~arly illl<'[\'eotioo program will k.

--
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Afalllwm Casoy. "i"mi/y reprtM,mmti,."
on the ICC, contributed this anicle.

Oll~ arm.- com<'f"on~sof a succ~ssflll ,J A:.
Early InterY<'fl1lon program is comrnulllca r
tiOIl. You are th.. ex~n OIl your child and

.
family, and youe team ba.' exp<ni,.., in
early childhood and their s~ific disci
plines. Together. you will all cr.-ate a plan

'-'''::::
that IS umquc to your child and family_ To

do tbis. all memkrs of the 'cam must share
information on a regular bas;s. Your Indi,;dualiHd
Family ~l...-ic.. Plan (ITSP) is what will gui<kl~
rnscu..ions

Ikforc YOUJ child"s IFSP rn~ings you should
s~d son", tim.. thinkmg 3bom your child".

strengths. What ~s she lik.. to do and what is sh..
good at~ Has he mack his own accommodations? My
son". disability afT""t. how fast ~ can mOH'. Atlwo
years old, we 1101;,,«1 that duftllg~s of tag he nSM
distraction. nol speed to win. We want to build on !hal
.I....,lgth. Now think aoout your child'. n~d•. Whal
ar~a. ar~ you conc..-u~abom'l Whal would you lik~

10 focus on? D~I=in~whal your priorili~. ar~ for
you and your child and ,h"", lhi. mformalion wilh

your r~am.

N~"I_ thmk about your ~v..-yday routin~. and
activili~•. Whal works wdl, whal~' nol. Think
about your m~allim~.who i. lh~r~, whal~. illook
lih? Whal acri,'iri~. ar~ imporllllllio your family?
Whal dO<'S your family lih 10 do? Whal dO<'S your
11lfam or loddler lih 10 do? For 1ll5tallC~. do you go 10
th~ park. or go to baby-lin,., al th~ library? Do your
child'. <klay. mah any Oflh..... aCliviri~. hard. and if

so how? Again, shar~ this informalion wilh your l~alU.

You hav~ probably rri~d dilT..-~m Ih11lgs ro addc~.

your child'. n~~d•. Sharing lhi. wilh your I~amwill
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